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TOO LITTLE TOO OFTEN 


A public library is a most economical institution. Without such a library a com- 
munity through its schools, homes and other groups and organizations has to spend 
more and receive less in the way of books and book services. Libraries are able, 
through the natural economy of book borrowing to operate on a small fraction of 
the taxpayer’s dollar. Sometimes libraries and communities have taken an undue 
and unreasonable satisfaction in their very low expenditures for library purposes. 
A library is proving its economy when its facilities and resources are being fully 
used, when important book and informational services are being provided. It is not 
the existence of a library but what it is doing which determines whether proper 
returns are being received on the library investment. There have been too many in- 
stances of a false idea of economy where book appropriations have been lowered to a 
point where the real value of a library has been largely destroyed. Larger appropria- 
tions will often increase the worth of library services all out of proportion to the 
amount involved. A strong, vigorous, active library is economical; a half starved 
library is generally a poor investment. The tragedy of “too little” has been demon- 
strated in the military world, where defeat follows the half-hearted, inadequate 
efforts. The idea of a task force, adequate to the job in hand, is a new realization of 
an ancient truth, which should be applied to library planning. 


—Haroitp A. Wooster in Massachusetts Library Assn. Bulletin. 
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"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Eleanor Davis, Editor, "Round the Circle, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Augusta. Miss Maude LeRoy, who had 
been librarian since 1936, died in Decem- 
ber, 1942. 


Fond du Lac. Helen E. Kremer re- 
signed as children’s librarian in January. 
She is now a children’s librarian in the 
Akron, Ohio, Public Library. 


Greendale. Edith Guyor resigned as li- 
brarian in January to attend WAAC of- 
ficers’ training school at Fort Des Moines, 
Iowa. Mrs. R. K. Healy is now librarian. 


Manitowoc. The children’s department 
is being moved to the second floor where 
it will occupy a large, well-lighted room 
newly decorated and furnished. 


Menasha. The Elisha D. Smith Library 
concentrated in 1942 on cooperation with 
the war effort. The control office for the 
city of Menasha was established in the 
library building in August. The library 
was closed for book service November 
12-14, so that the entire main floor could 
be given over to the gas rationing activ- 
ities. The auditorium on the upper floor 
was selected by the surgical dressing sec- 
tion of the Red Cross. The library was 
the receiving center for local donations 
to the national Victory Book Campaign, 
collecting over 1400 books. Book purchas- 
es throughout the year were made with 
the definite purpose of keeping the read- 
ing public supplied with the best ones 
being published about the war. A special 
shelf was set aside for the many govern- 
ment pamphlets and leaflets issued on 
the war. Major improvements in the li- 
brary plant included the landscaping of 
the grounds, the erection of a flagpole 
near the corner of the property, and the 
installation of fluorescent lighting on the 
main floor. 


Ripon. “Ripon Public Library has lost 
a loyal and devoted friend in the passing 


of Mrs. Helen Chittenden. She has been 
an active member of the Board of Trus- 
tees, serving since 1930 as secretary. No 
problem was ever too trifling to receive 
her attention. Her advice was always giv- 
en in the most gracious and considerate 
way and was especially valuable since 
she had the interest of the library at 
heart and knew its history from years of 
close association.” 


Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson is taking a 
four months’ leave of absence from her 
position as librarian to complete her work 
in the Illinois Library School. Mrs. Helen 
Mower is in charge of the library during 
her absence, assisted by Mrs. Hannah 
Dyer. 


Wisconsin Dells. Mrs. H. H. Bennett 
has presented the library with a number 
of groups of stereoscopic pictures, the 
work of Mr. H. H. Bennett, Wisconsin’s 
great pioneer photographer. The groups 
consist of scenes in and about the Dells, 
Rafters at their work on the river, Win- 
nebago Indians, Curiosities of Adams and 
Juneau Counties, and scenes from Devils 
Lake, and are of great historic interest. 


Superior. In January 100 amateur 
photographs, 1942 prize winners in a na- 
tional contest were on display. Other re- 
cent displays at the main library include 
one of old toys borrowed from the county 
historical museum, and one of 90,000 but- 
tons belonging to a local collector. The 
East End Branch has, at the same time, 
had displays of weaving and one of 
miniature horses. 


Wonewoc. A History of Wonewoc, 
written by Mrs. E. M. Hanzlik, librarian, 
was presented at the Centennial program 
at the Wonewoc high school December 
14 and printed in the Wonewoc Reporter 
December 17 and 24. 
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ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 


Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


OVERSEAS AMERICA, by C. F. Reid, con- 
siders briefly our territorial outposts 
from the standpoints of strategic value, 
their history, economic and political prob- 
lems, and our future relationships with 
them. Headline book No. 35 of the For- 
eign Policy Assn., 22 E. 38th St., New 
York City, 25c. 


UNITED NATIONS DISCUSSION GUIDE, by 
V. M. Dean, contains facts and suggested 
topics for discussion on the following 
questions: Who are the United Nations; 
Why did these Nations unite; What are 
these Nations fighting for; What are 
these Nations doing to win; Can these 
Nations stay united in peace. Copies may 
be obtained from U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion. 


BULLETINS FROM BRITAIN is a_ free 
pamphlet issued weekly by British In- 
formation Servites, R. C. A. Bldg., New 
York City. No. 106, for the week ending 
Sept. 9, 1942, includes articles by well 
known writers on British generals, Can- 
ada’s shipping, Caucasus and the Middle 
East, brief facts about India, and an ar- 
ticle by Jan Struther on Mr. Miniver’s 
Three Years of War. The pamphlet is 
unusually interesting and recommended 
for all library war collections. 


UNITING ToDAY FoR Tomorrow: The 
United Nations in war and peace, by 
Grayson Kirk and Walter, Sharp, is a 
plea for unity for post-war reconstruc- 
tion as well as solidarity of purpose dur- 
ing the war. Headline book No. 37, For- 
eign Policy Assn., 22 E. 38th St., New 
York City, 25c. 


MExIco: THE MAKING OF A NATION, by 
Hubert Herring, attempts to show North 
Americans why Mexico is worth knowing. 
The author writes of her history, her 
economic and social conditions, her war 
effort. Headline book No. 36, Foreign 
Policy Assn., 22 E. 38th St., New York 
City, 25c. 


THE BRITISH SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, by 
W. H. Robson, is a clear outline of the 


principal institutions which make up the 
Government of Britain, the part played 
by the King, Parliament, the Cabinet, ad- 
ministrative organs, the Civil Service, 
and the local authorities. The booklet is 
No. 2 in the series British life and 
thought; published by Longmans, Green 
& Co., New York City, 36c. 


THE AUSTRALIAN NEWS AND INFORMA- 
TION BUREAU, 610 5th Ave., New York 
City, is an agency of the Government of 
Australia, established to provide author- 
itative information about the Common- 
wealth. A monthly bulletin—Australia— 
will be sent on request. Films and pic- 
tures are available for loan. An illus- 
trated handbook on Australia, 140 pages, 
with maps, is available to libraries, 
schools and study groups. Geography of 
Australia is a course of study for inter- 
mediate grades and could also be adapted 
to study club work. 


50 FACTS ABOUT BRITAIN AT WAR pre- 
sents briefly the important facts pertain- 
ing to war on the home front and on the 
fighting fronts. British Information 
Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
City. 


CANADA AT WAR is a monthly pamphlet 
issued by the Director of Public Informa- 
tion, Ottawa. It takes up briefly the vari- 
ous phases of Canada’s war effort. 


A Picture oF INpIA, by Edwin Haward, 
discusses briefly India’s history, people 
and government. Obtainable from British 
Information Services, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York City. 


U. S. OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE, 
Washington, D. C., issues many pamph- 
lets worth adding to your file. Some titles 
recently received include What can I do: 
the citizen’s handbook for war; Protec- 
tive construction; Municipal sanitation 
under war conditions; Volunteers in li- 
brary service; Colleges and Universities 
and civilian defense; Organization out- 
line for local defense councils. Civilian 








36 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


defense publications may be obtained free 
from state or regional Offices of Civilian 
Defense. Wisconsin office is located at 
110 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee. 


How To SERVE YouR COUNTRY IN THE 
WAVES or SPARS will answer all your 
questions about the two groups, what 
they are, requirements for joining, train- 
ing, pay, service. Pamphlet obtainable 
from any Office of Naval Officer Procure- 
ment. Those nearest to Wisconsin are the 
offices in Chicago, Board of Trade Bldg., 
and Minneapolis, Roanoke Bldg. 


DESIGN AND OPERATION OF U. S. COMBAT 
AIRCRAFT aims to provide a background— 
within the limits necessary to military 
security—that will enable Americans to 
judge the capabilities and performances 
of U. S. combat aircraft. Includes a sum- 
mary of the records of the most impor- 
tant U. S. warcraft now in service. Free 
from the Div. of Public Inquiries, Office 
of War Information, Washington, D. C. 


INDUSTRIES, PRODUCTS, AND TRANSPORTA- 
TION IN OUR NEIGHBOR REPUBLICS is an 
index and bibliography designed to meet 
the needs of teachers and librarians who 
are seeking curriculum materials in the 
subject fields covered. Bul. 1942, No. 6, 
of the Library Service Division, U. S. 
Office of Education, U. S. Supt. of Docs., 
10c. 


Our NEIGHBOR REPUBLICS is an annotated 
selected list of readable books for young 
people, prepared by the Library service 
division of the U. S. Office of Education 
(Bul. 1942, No. 5) U. S. Supt. of Doc., 
15c. 


PosT-wAR PLANNING discusses the agenda 
for post-war action put forward by the 
National Resources Planning Board. Top- 
ics includes plans for demobilization; pri- 
vate enterprise and planning; public 
activities; service activities such as 
health, medical care, education; security; 
labor; participation in planning by vari- 
ous governments; financial planning; 
plans in the international scene. U. S. 
Supt. of Docs., 5c. 


GOVERNMENT UNDER PRESSURE, by D. C. 
Blaisdell, discusses the questions: Are 
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pressure groups interfering with the war 
effort; What are legitimate and illegiti- 
mate methods of group pressure; How 
can we check abuses of economic power. 
Public affairs pamphlet No. 67 of the 
Public Affairs Committee, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York City, 10c. 


A CHALLENGE TO EVERY WISCONSIN 
TEACHER, is the title of a bulletin, pre- 
pared jointly by the State Dept. of Pub- 
lic Instruction, to give preliminary sug- 
gestions to teachers of social studies and 
other subjects. Special emphasis is placed 
upon geography. It includes a selective 
bibliography covering magazines, pamph- 
lets, visual aids, information centers, 
equipment, books for teachers and pupils 
for “enrichment reading” in aviation, 
geography, history, literature, science. 
Free from State Dept. of Public Instruc- 
tion, Madison. 


How To WIN ON THE HomME FRONT, by 
Hellen Dallas, answers such questions as: 
Why we spend less and save more in 
wartime; How buying war bonds helps 
keep the cost of living down; why we 
have rationing. Public Affairs Pamphlet 
No. 72 of the Public Affairs Committee, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City, 10c. 


SAVE BY “MAKING OVER” suggests briefly 
what garments are useable, how to com- 
bine materials, various “tricks of the 
trade” to give that new look to old 
clothes. Extension Service, College of Ag- 
riculture, Madison. 


YOUR QUESTIONS AS TO WOMEN IN WAR 
INDUSTRIES, Bulletin No. 194 of the U. S. 
Women’s Bureau, will be helpful to all 
librarians called on for information in 
regard to women’s war work. It discusses 
briefly questions dealing with such sub- 
jects as types of jobs, operation of labor 
laws, wages, training. U. S. Supt. of 
Docs., 5c. 


SAVE Foop By DRYING FRUITS AND VEG- 
ETABLES, making sauerkraut, sulfuring 
apples, gives practical directions of in- 
terest to all housewives. Extension Serv- 
ice Circular 334, July, 1942, College of 
Agriculture, Madison. 
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INFANT CARE—a well-known publication 
of the U. S. Children’s Bureau—has been 
revised again in 1942. It contains author- 
itative information on the care of both 
normal and premature infants. Children’s 
Bureau Pub. No. 8, U. S. Supt. of Docs., 
10c. 


AuGust DERLETH—who needs no intro- 
duction to Wisconsin librarians—is the 
subject of all the articles in Demcourier 
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for October, 1942. Demco Library Sup- 
plies, Madison; Louis Adamic is the sub- 
ject of the January, 1948, issue. 


NOTES ON THE GREAT SEAL AND COAT OF 
ARMS OF WISCONSIN, 4th edition, 1941, 
gives briefly the pertinent facts about 
the great seal and coat of arms—origin, 
history, laws. Obtainable from Division 
of records and elections, Wis. Dept. of 
State. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Cooper, Kent. Barriers down. 1942. 
3824p. Farrar, $3. 070 


The author, who is now general manager of 
the Associated Press, gives here an account of 
his almost single-handed fight to break the 
strangle-hold of European news agencies on in- 
ternational news Up to the first World War all 
information about the United States went out 
through Reuter’s of London. News into and out 
of South America was controlled by Havas of 
Paris. The Associated Press received its foreign 
news second hand through Reuter’s, which held 
the North American monopoly. All of which will 
be surprising to most Americans! An interest- 
ing book, disclosing an important chapter in 
the struggle for freedom of the press. 


See Booklist 39:177 Ja. 1 ’43. 
Religion 


Yates, Kyle M. Preaching from the 
prophets. 1942. 225p. Harper, $2. 224 


While this is a book which almost any preach- 
er would want to have in his own library it 
should serve a useful purpose on public library 
shelves as well, as background material for Bible 
study. For each of eighteen Old Testament 
prophets, the treatment covers the political and 
social history of his times, what is known of 
the man himself, an analysis of his “book,” a 
discussion of the “preaching values” involved, 
commentary on some of the great texts, and a 
summing up of practical lessons of permanent 
value, 


Sociology 


Downs, Elizabeth. Let’s make plans. 
1942. 246p. Knopf, $2.25. 367 


Although it has been prepared with the city 
club of large membership in mind this handbook 
for club women should be useful anywhere, Its 
directions, usually accompanied by diagrams, are 
clear and explicit, whether they deal with lay- 
ing out the year’s work, seating guests, placing 
ushers, or staging a fashion show. 


Farrington, S. Kip. Railroading from 
the head end. 1948. 296p. illus. 
Doubleday, $3.50. 385 


Up-to-date information on modern railroad- 
ing, beginning with a chapter on the achieve- 
ments of fast freight. Another chapter devoted 
to the Hiawatha—speed queen of the Milwau- 
kee, will have local interest for the Wisconsin 
towns through which this flyer passes. There is 
considerable railroad history in the book, also, 
and many excellent illustrations. 


Gaer, Joseph. What Uncle Sam owes you. 
1943. 187p. Funk, $2. 331.25 


An interpretation of the Social Security Act, 
clearly and concretely presented. Answers such 
questions as Who get old-age and survivor's in- 
surance, Who gets unemployment compensation, 
Who gets public assistance, How to calculate 
your benefits, How to claim and protect your 
benefits, Where to go to get what Uncle Sam 
owes you. Laws are summarized by states, local 
offices are listed, and there is a glossary of 
social security terms, Other government security 
plans, such as Railroad retirement annuities, 
Veterans’ benefits and Civil service retirement, 
are also covered. Couldn’t fail to be of use in 
any library. 


Lester, Katherine M. Historic costume. 
new ed. 1942. 256p. illus. Manual 
Arts, $3.50. 391 
This standard work appears in a new edition 


with an added chapter on American costume, 
1920-1940. 








38 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


Lieber, Richard. America’s natural 
wealth. 1942. 245p. illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 333 


The author, who as director of the Indiana 
Department of Conservation, developed a splen- 
did system of public parks for that state, cov- 
ers here the whole subject of the use and abuse 
of our natural resources. Much of it is ground 
covered in other books, although perbaps the 
lesson is one which cannot be too often em- 
phasized. The outstanding contribution of the 
book may be the discussion of national and 
state parks and the problems connected with 
their management. The chronology of events 
affecting conservation of natural resources is 
another outstanding feature. 


Quintanilla, Luis. A Latin American 
speaks, 1943. 268p. Macmillan, $2.50. 
827 


While serving as minister from Mexico to the 
United States, the author has found time also 
to lecture on political science at George Wash- 
ington University. He holds a doctor’s degree 
from Johns Hopkins and both speaks and writes 
English with ease. With this background he is 
well suited to act as interpreter between the 
two Americas. He covers some new ground in 
showing what the two halves of the continent 
have in common, rehearses the familiar pre- 
judices on both sides, looks at the Monroe doc- 
trine from Latin America’s point of view, and 
discusses future political and economic relations. 


See Booklist 39 :218 F. 1 ’43. 
Science and Useful Arts 


Brown, William F. How to train hunting 
dogs. 1942. 228p. illus. Barnes, $2.50. 
636.7 


Most books on dog training, the author states, 
are limited to one specialized breed; he has 
undertaken what he calls “an ambitious assign- 
ment” in attempting to cover all the popular 
breeds of hunting dogs. Furthermore, he has 
had the one-dog owner especially in mind. Well 
illustrated, and a book with certain interest for 
sportsmen. 


A fictionized treatment of this subject will 
be found in one of this month’s novels: Two 
of a kind, by Vereen Bell. 


See Booklist 39 :194 Ja. 15 °48. 
Christensen, Clyde M. Common edible 

mushrooms. 1943. 124p. illus. Univ. 

of Minn. press, $2.50. 589.2 


With its description in picture and text of 
what the author calls the Foolproof Four, this 
is an excellent book for the beginner. Other 
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species are described also, including a few of 
the poisonous, with something of the history of 
mushroom eating and a section on mushroom: 
cookery. Illustrated with four color plates, dia- 
grams and reproductions from photographs. 


Collins, A. Frederick. The greatest eye 
in the world. 1942. 266p. illus. Apple- 
ton, $3. 522.2 


All about telescopes. Not only the giant of 
Palomar, but many others, with one chapter on 
the Yerkes observatory at Lake Geneva. The 
first four chapters are devoted to the telescope 
and its evolution, the remainder of the book to 
nine of the worlds great observatories. 


Household hints for 
homemakers. 1948. 304p. Appleton, 
$2. 640 


The hints are of all sorts, covering Foods, 
Clothing, Laundering, the House and the Fam- 
ily, but are made quite easily accessible by a 
system of classification within these 
groups and a good index. 


Howe, Eleanor. 


close 


Hylander, C. J. Out of doors in winter. 
1943. 146p. illus. Macmillan, $1.50. 
570.7 


A fourth volume rounding out a series of 
seasonal books for the nature lover. Contents: 
The evergreen trees; The deciduous trees; Win- 
ter bird life; Winter mammals and their tracks ; 
Bringing nature indoors, 


Megargee, Edwin. Dogs. 1942. 96p. il- 
lus. Harper, $2. 636.7 


Over 70 varieties are pictured and described 
in this work, of which the author is also the 
illustrator. Several of the illustrations are in 
color, some full-page. In a library where there 
is no other work of the kind, will be useful 
when questions of identification arise. Oversize 
(9 x 11 in.) 


See Booklist 39 :247 F, 15 °43. 


White, Marion. Diet without despair. 
1943. 128p. Mill, $1.50. 613.2 


A collection of recipes designed to aid the 
dieter by cutting down the number of calories 
without depriving her of any of the good things 
her appetite craves. This is accomplished large- 
ly by the substitution of low calory for high 
calory ingredients. By the author of Sweets 
without sugar. 


Fine Arts 


Carmer, Carl. America sings. 1942. 243p. 
illus. Knopf, $3. 184.4 
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With the subtitle Stories and songs of our 
country’s growing, Mr. Carmer has brought to- 
gether a collection of folk tales and folk songs, 
pairing them off. a song to follow each story. 
Handsomely illustrated in color, with full mu- 
sical accompaniment provided for each song. 
Suitable for high school or adult collections, but 
expensive for the average library. 


Dike, Helen. Stories from the great Met- 
ropolitan operas. 1948. 247p. illus. 
Random, $2. 782.1 


The stories of 25 of the most popular operas 
from the repertoire of the Metropolitan opera 
company are retold here, with comments on the 
music, characters listed in the order of appear- 
ance, and the leading airs presented in musical 
notation. The stories are “‘streamlined,”’ avoid- 
ing the confusion of detail characteristic of 
some works of the kind, and the book will be 
a real aid to those who listen to the Saturday 
afternoon broadcasts, Illustrations by Tenggren. 


Filipiak, Anthony S. 100 puzzles, how 
to make and solve them. 1942. 120p. 
illus. Barnes, $1. 793.7 


“This book was compiled for those who find 
enjoyment, entertainment and relief from wor- 
ry in solving mechanical and manipulative puz- 
zles and for the recreational leader who uses 
puzzles as a leisure time activity,” says the 
author. A few of the puzzles described may be 
purchased, he states, but adds that it’s more 
fun to make them. In short, the book has a 
double interest, for the home shop worker as 
well as the puzzle solver, Author is a teacher 
in one of the Milwaukee high schools and has 
been a popular speaker at the Hobby Forum 
conducted by the Milwaukee public library. 


Gillies, Mary Davis. All about modern 
decorating. 1942. 225p. illus. Harper, 
$3. 747 


The furniture and designs are modern, the 
illustrations are inviting, the text readable, the 
directions and answers to questions explicit and 
practical, the small diagrams provide graphic 
interpretation of basic principles. A 2% page 
list of designers is an interesting supplementary 
feature. Althogether, an admirable book in its 
field. Author is Interior decorating editor for 
McCalls. 


Hellum, Amanda W. and Gottshall, F. 
H. You can whittle and carve. 1942. 
82p. illus. Bruce, $2.25. 736 


The authors, who are teachers in the Martha 
Berry schools, Mt. Berry, Ga., present wood- 
carving frankly as a hobby. of appeal alike to 
old and young. “The boy who carves his initials 
on the school desk can, with the proper direc- 
tion and encouragement, be changed from a 
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despoiler of public property into an enthusiastic 
scuiptor.” So too the idler, whittling a stick 
with his pocket knife. The illustrations show 
the many charming and amusing figures which 
may be made from wood, with other excellent 
pictures designed to show the proper use of 
tools. 


Mankin, Vic. Modernistic chip carving. 
1942. 71p. illus. Bruce, $1.75. 736 


The term chip carving as used here refers to 
a form of surface carving used for ornamenta- 
tion on chests, boxes and other pieces of furni- 
ture. Its merit for the amateur is that it re- 
quires but one cutting tool, a skew chisel. which 
with a wooden mallet, compass, ruler, and pencil 
are all the equipment needed. The term ‘mod- 
eristic” refers both to the method and to the 
nature of the designs presented. 


Painters and sculptors of modern Amer- 
ica; introd. by Monroe Wheeler. 1942. 
152p. illus. Crowell, $5. 759.1 


In a series of papers reprinted here from 
the Magazine of Art 28 painters and sculptors 
tell something of their life stories, methods of 
working and theories of art. Some were born 
abroad, some are the children of immigrant par- 
ents, others are native born. All are American 
and the book, with its many well-produced il- 
lustrations, offers an interesting study of the 
forces and influences that are contributing to 
an American art. Oversize. 


Pratt, Gladys Lynwall. American garden 
flowers. 1943. 50p. Random, $1. 716 


Garden flowers described and illustrated in 
color, with elementary information about flower 
parts, their proper names and functions. A 
lovely book prepared by an author and illustra- 
tor who have both been on the staff of the 
American Museum of natural history. Oversize. 


Literature 


Derleth, August. Rind of earth. 1942. 
148p. James A. Decker, Prairie City, 
Tll., $2. 811 or 821 


This new volume of poems by August Derleth 
has all his characteristic qualities and will 
please most those who like in his novels the 
side lights and reflections which have little part 
in the story. Of greatest popular appeal perhaps 
are the nature poems in the section Seasons 
wheeling over, and the character sketches of 
Sac Prairie people. 


Molendyk, Clara A. and Edwards, B. C., 
comp. Thus be it ever. 1942. 474p. 
Harper, $2. 808.8 
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A volume of selections on war and patriotism 
intended for reading and recitation. Most of 
the authors are modern and emphasis is on 
the present world situation, although the selec- 
tions are not limited to this topic specifically. 
Includes both prose and poetry, and since no 
library ever has enough material of this kind 
should be useful. 


See Booklist 39 :197 Ja. 15 ’43. 
Biography 


Wade, Mason. Francis Parkman, heroic 
historian. 1942. 466p. illus. Viking, 
$4.50. 921 


Although not easy reading this biography will 
interest readers of Parkman’s works. The stern 
discipline through which the young Parkman 
put himself in preparation for the work he was 
undertaking explains the sub-title. Parkman was 
an aristocrat by nature and upbringing, and 
throughout the account of the Oregon trail trip 
the contrast between his patrician, not to say 
snobbish, outlook and the rigors of the life he 
had embraced, affords a significant study in 
character. The heroism comes out again in the 
years in which his writing was accomplished in 
the face of ill health and blindness. For medium 
and larger libraries. 


See Booklist 39 :183 Ja, 1 '43. 


Waltz, George H. Jules Verne, the biog- 
raphy of an imagination. 1943. 223p. 
illus. Holt, $2.50. 921 


A book which brings Jules Verne to life as a 
personality. shows the careful research and cal- 
culation which went into the writing of his 
imaginative tales, and also makes clear the sci- 
entific ferment of the times out of which these 
tales were born. Jules Verne’s airplanes and 
submarines weren’t made up out of whole cloth. 
They already existed in germ and in the scien- 
tific writings of his day. Has interest alike for 
the scientific and the literary minded and fills 
in a gap on the biography shelves, 


History and Travel 


Abend, Hallett. Pacifiic charter. 
802p. Doubleday, $2.50. 


1943. 
940.53 


Peffer, Nathaniel. Basis for Peace in the 
Far East. 1942. 277p. Harper, $2.50. 
940.53 


Both authors look to a complete military vic- 
tory over Japan as an absolute necessity, al- 
though of the two Mr. Peffer is the more tem- 
perate, both in the tone of his writing and in 
his demands. Mr. Abend describes his book as 
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“a plea for prejudice’ and argues vigorously 
against a “soft peace.” Mr. Peffer is in favor 
of taking ‘‘such measures as will enable Japan 
to live and prosper.”’ Both agree that the day 
of imperialism in the Pacific area is over. 


See Booklist 39 :221 F. 1 43. 


Angell, Norman. Let the people know. 
1942, 245p. Viking, $2.50. 940.53 


“The aim of this book is to present all those 
questions, doubts and misgivings about the war, 
its causes, origins and outcomes which are pre- 
sent in the minds of immense numbers of aver- 
age Main Street Americans. ... The questions 
have a decidedly isolationist slant—for the iso- 
lationist doubts have never been answered, only 
silenced by the bombs at Pearl Harbor.” Some 
of these questions have to do with the failure 
of the last war to ‘‘make the world safe for 
democracy”; the future of the British empire; 
and the alliance with totalitarian Russia. 


Franck, Harry A. Rediscovering South 
America. 1943. 4538p. illus. Lippincott, 
$5. 918 


This is South America revisited after more 
than twenty years. But not on foot, the author 
confessing that he is now bored by that de- 
liberate means of locomotion. The advantage is 
with the reader who, by airplane and other 
rapid means of travel, is given a timely view 
of the whole continent. The route lay down the 
west coast, up the east. Interest is in general 
life and culture and in developments since the 
previous visits. Politics are touched on lightly, 
but there should be something in the book to 
interest every reader, whatever his individual 
slant. Well chosen illustrations and end-paper 
map. 


Fromm, Bella. Blood and banquets: a 
Berlin social diary. 1942. 332p. Har- 
per, $3.50. 943.08 


Author was a society reporter, writing from 
Berlin for a chain of newspapers. Based on her 
diary from 1930-1938, her book gives an ac- 
count of social life in the German capital with 
glimpses of many notorious personalities. Not 
a necessary purchase. 


See Booklist 39:198 Ja. 15 ’43. 


Monsarrat, Nicholas. H. M. Corvette. 
1943. 169p. Lippincott, $1.75. 940.53 
A small book to add to the history of ships 

in this war. A corvette is the smallest of sea 


going men-of-war and the book covers two years 
of convoy duty, 1940-’41. 


See Booklist 39 :250 F. 15 ’43. 
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Rizk, Salom. Syrian Yankee. 1943. 317p. 
Doubleday, $2.75. 921 


This story has already been told in briefer 
form in the book by Webb Waldron called 
Americans (BULLETIN F. ’41). It is the story 
of the Syrian-born boy who, when he was 14 
years old, discovered that he was an American 
citizen and for five years thereafter moved 
heaven and earth to get himself to America. 
He had been in this country hardly more than 
a year when he was interrupted one day while 
on his dish-washing job, by the president of the 
local Rotary Club who asked him to tell his 
story at the club’s weekly luncheon. Since then, 
in addition to getting an education and making 
a good living as a shoemaker, he has lectured 
up and down the country, for the past few 
years under the sponsorship of the Reader’s 
Digest. 


See Booklist 39 :222 F. 1 ’43. 


Romulo, Carlos P. I saw the fall of the 
Philippines. 1948. 3238p. illus. Double- 
day, $3. 940.53 


The author was a Filipino newspaper editor 
and radio commentator who after the first Jap- 
anese attack became an aide to General Mac- 
Arthur. His book is a plain unvarnished account 
of what he saw and experienced up to the time 
of his escape from Bataan after all hope of 
outside help had been given up. A brief report of 
a survey trip made to other Pacific areas short- 
ly before points the contrast between the Fil- 
ipino attitude toward America with that of 
other native people toward their imperial rul- 
ers, Passages deleted by the censor appear as 
dark blots. 


See Booklist 39 :221 F. 1 ’43. 


Vandercook, John W. Dark islands. new 
ed. 1942. 367p. Harper, $3. 919.3 


“For those who care more for atmosphere 
and charm of writing than for adventure in 
their travel books this is the right volume. It 
covers the islands of the South Pacific, with 
special reference to Fiji and the Solomons’— 
(BULLETIN F. ’38). Now reissued to meet pre- 
sent interest in the region. 


Wolfert, Ira. Battle for the Solomons. 
1948. 199p. Houghton, $2. 940.53 
“Covers land, air, and sea fighting as the 

author witnessed it from his base on Guadal- 


canal during October and November, 1942.”— 
Booklist. 


See Booklist 39 :250 F. 15 ’43. 


Fiction 


Abbott, Jane. Yours for the asking. 1943. 
3809p. Lippincott, $2. 
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After the short acquaintance which preceded 
their marriage, John Carter and his bride, Dar- 
ragh, find that they have a lot to learn about 
each other. John, an earnest young minister, 
has accepted a call to a parish in the Kentucky 
mountains. It is all a new and strange experi- 
ence to Darragh but, with her natural warm 
hearted interest in people, she makes friends. 
Unfortunately, from the point of view of some 
of the church members, her friendships aren’t 
always with the right people, for she makes no 
distinction between saints and sinners. But 
it all works out, with Darragh vindicated, 
and makes a readable story which library pa- 
trons are sure to enjoy. 


Bell, Vereen. Two of a kind. 1943. 292p. 
Little, $2.50. 


Readers of dog stories will find here some- 
thing new and different. Primarily it is a story 
of two outlaws, a man and a dog, telling how 
the first finds the work for which he is fitted 
and how the latter is trained as a successful 
bird dog and competitor for championship hon- 
ors, although he never becomes what is some- 
times called “a friend to man.”’ Interest cen- 
ters on the methods of training and, in the 
account of the annual field trials which range 
from Alabama to the Saskatchewan prairies, we 
have a glimpse into a world as far from the 
ordinary and as specialized as that of the race 
track. By the author of Swamp Water but some- 
what less sensational. 


See Booklist 39:252 F. 15 °43. 


Blake, Dorothy. It’s all in the family. 
1943. 279p. Morrow, $2.50. 


This “diary of an American housewife, Dec. 
7, 1941—Dec. 1, 1942” gives a good idea of 
how the war has affected a suburban commu- 
nity, although perhaps the conditions as pic- 
tured are more true of the east than of the 
middle west. 


Ford, Leslie. Siren in the night. 1943. 
241p. Scribner, $2. 


A double murder on the night of a blackout 
in San Francisco is the starting point of a new 
mystery by this deft and popular writer. 


Hull, Helen. A circle in the water. 19438. 
408p. Coward, $2.50. 


With the publication of his first bitter real- 
istic novel, Hilary Sedgwick loses his position 
in the small middle western college where he 
has been teaching English. Defiantly accepting 
the dismissal as the opportunity he has wanted, 
he goes to New York to devote himself wholly 
to writing. The novel is primarily a study of a 
writer’s temperament and of the germs of weak- 
ness which in Hillary’s case undermine and de- 
stroy what he had of integrity. With the dis- 
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integration of character under the easy success 
which follows goes the disintegration of his 
marriage, the whole worked out in a manner 
familiar to readers of the author's earlier 
novels. 


See Booklist 39 :201 Ja, 15 ’43. 


Kantor, MacKinlay. Happy land. 1943. 
92p. Coward, $1.25. 


A father’s reconciliation to his son’s death 
out in the Pacific is the theme of this story 
reprinted from the Saturday Evening Post. 


See Booklist 39:201 Ja. 15 °43. 


Mangione, Jerre. Mount Allegro. 1943. 
292p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Americanization still goes on. These are 
sketches of life in a Sicilian colony in Roches- 
ter, New York, where the author himself grew 
up. Somewhat in the vein of William Saroyan’s 
My name is Aram, he writes of his many rela- 
tives, a lively and gregarious lot, preserving 
their old country customs, yet gradually giving 
way before American influences. Cast in the 
form of fiction, but reads like autobiography, in 
the last chapters particularly where the author 
goes to Sicily to find the scenes he has heard 
so affectionately described now under Mus- 
solini’s domination. 


See Booklist 39 :225 F, 1 '43. 


Salten, Felix. A forest world. 1942. 


274p. Bobbs, $2. 


The life of the wild creatures of the forest 
is contrasted with that of the domesticated 
animals of the barnyard in this new story by 
the author of Bambi. A human touch is added 
in the person of Martin, a hunchback, who 
chooses to live in the forest through love of 
its wild life. 


Saroyan, William. The human comedy. 
1943. 291p. Harcourt, $2.75. 


A beautiful and strangely moving book. Made 
up of little things, trifling episodes in the life 
of one family living in Ithaca, California. Hom- 
er, fourteen years old and a student in Ithaca 
high school, is night messenger in the telegraph 
office where he watches the human comedy, and 
tragedy, as it clicks off the wires. Marcus, the 
oldest. is in the Army. At home there are Mrs. 
Macauley and Bess, and Ulysses, viewing the 
world with solemn four-year old eyes. A simple 
book, but profound in what it has to say of 
war—this war, all war—and of the forces of 
hate, and love. 


Sullivan, Alan. Three came to Ville 
Marie. 1943. 329p. Coward, $2.50. 
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Historical novel with its opening scenes set 
in Brittany and the court of Louis XIV at Ver- 
sailles, its later action played out in New 
France. Because, in the midst of a duel with his 
one-time friend, Jules Vicotte, Paul de Lorimer 
drops his sword and walks from the field, he is 
accounted a coward. Jaqueline, the girl over 
whom the two had quarreled, accepts this inter- 
pretation and marries Jules. These are the three 
who are later to meet at Ville Marie (Montreal) 
where Paul's real courage proves itself. French 
politics, Indian wars, great figures from history 
combine to provide authentic background for a 
well-told story. 


Reprints 


Davis, Bob. Tree toad; adventures of a 
kid brother. new ed. 1942. 276p. 
Stokes, $2. 


Although it is reprinted here as a book for 
children with an introduction by Anne Carroll 
Moore, it remains one of those books which will 
be enjoyed most by adults looking back to boy- 
hood adventures. 


Finney, Charles G. Past the end of the 
pavement. new ed. 1942. Holt, $2. 


Appearing now in a reprint edition, this 
amusing story of two boys and their wild-life 
pets promises to become one of the classics of 
boyhood. The book was first noted in the ButL- 
LETIN, F, '40. 


For Children and Young People 


Arason, Steingrimur. Smoky Bay. 1942. 
190p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


This story of a small boy of Iceland carries 
around through the year, showing the seasonal 
activities which make up daily Icclandic life. 
In the last chapter, Nonni, who has always 
looked to it as the land of promise, sails away 
for America. 


See Booklist 39:148 D. 15 °43. 


*Bailey, Bernadine. Pictured geography. 
1942. 8v. A. Whitman, 50c ea. 918 


An attractive set of geographical readers, in- 
terestingly written, and attractively illustrated 
by Kurt Wiese. Countries covered are: Guate- 
mala, Honduras, Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, 
Peru, Greenland and Iceland. 


* Suggested for libraries with limited book 


funds. 
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Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin. Country-stop. 
1942, 128p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Simple incidents, one to each chapter, carry 
the reader around the year in the New Hamp- 
shire village where Ann is living with Great 
Granny Brown. Each of the important holidays 
is celebrated, Christmas presents are selected 
from the mail order catalog. A new Cash and 
Carry store begins to cut in on Mr. Pickle’s 
grocery business. These every-day matters make 
pleasant reading for girls of 4th-5th grades. 


See Booklist 39 :205 Ja. 15 43. 


Baker, Margaret. Tinker tailor and oth- 
er nonsense tales, 1942. 127p. illus. 
Dodd, $2. 


The flavor of the folk tale is discernible in 
this round dozen of original stories by the auth- 
or of Fifteen tales for lively children and hu- 
mor is again the predominant mood. Uncommon 
sense and The fairy who stayed out too late 
are among the best. Illustrated in black and 
white by Mary Baker. Grades 3-5, 


*Battle, Florence. Jerry goes fishing. 
1942. 60p. illus. Beckley-Cardy, 65c. 


Suitable for a supplementary first grade read- 
er or for library reading is this continuous 
story about Jerry, his dog, his pal and his fath- 
er. Thirteen chapters make convenient divisions. 
Grades 1-2. 


Bianco, Margery. Bright morning. 1942. 
148p. illus. Viking, $1.50. 


The setting is England, the time is 19th cen- 
tury, but the children are of hardy perennial 
stock, The gay and lively style of writing is 
reflected by Margaret Platt’s illustrations and 
the light attractive binding. Grades 4-7. 


Desmond, Alice Curtiss. Martha Wash- 
ington, our first lady. 1942. 308p. il- 
lus. Dodd, $2.50. 921 


Although slightly fictionized, this book about 
Martha Washington, from girlhood to old age, 
has all the values of good biography. The char- 
acters are made real. Mount Vernon becomes a 
place in which people really lived, and the back- 
ground history, of colonial Virginia, the revolu- 
tionary campaigns, and the presidential years, 
is enriched with much colorful detail. The way 
in which Martha followed her husband about, 
to set up housekeeping in Valley Forge or 
wherever his military duties took him, should 
interest girls of this generation. 


See Booklist 39:186 Ja. 1 °43. 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde. Ox-team mir- 
acle. 1942. 236p. illus. Longmans, $2. 
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Although cast somewhat in the form of fic- 
tion, this book is at foundation biography. It is 
the story of Alexander Majors, a pioneer Mis- 
souri boy, who grew up to head a great freight- 
ing enterprise across the plains and mountains 
to Santa Fe. Sincerely religious, Majors exacted 
of his drivers a pledge to use neither profanity 
nor liquor and not to abuse the working anim- 
als; a pledge apparently kept. The story of the 
Pony Express comes into the narrative also, and 
the completion of fhe Union Pacific. Rather 
sober reading, but provides authentic material 
on the history of transportation. Upper grades 
and junior high. 


Hogebloom, Amy, and Ware, John. One 
life to lose. 1942. 284p. Lothrop, $2. 
921 


Nathan Hale’s boyhood on a Connecticut farm 
and his school days at Yale are here realistical- 
ly portrayed for young readers. His heroic death 
at the age of twenty is the dramatic ending of 
a story that is always of interest to children. 
Grades 5-8. 


Isasi, Mirim and Denny, Melcena Burns. 
White star of freedom. 1942. 306p. 
illus. A. Whitman, $2.50. 


The first and last chapters have their setting 
in the courtroom in Los Angeles where Narbik 
Aguirre is waiting to take his oath as a citizen 
of the United States. What comes between is 
the story of this Basque shepherd boy’s life be- 
fore he left Spain to come to America. ‘The 
story is at times clumsily written and much of 
it is pure propaganda for democracy, but it is 
timely and inspiring and does give a colorful 
picture of a romantic setting and people.” 
(Booklist). A Junior Guild selection. 


See Booklist 39 :205 Ja. 15 ’43. 


Jones, Elizabeth Orton. Twig. 1942. 
152p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Robert Louis Stevenson wrote about the little 
land “where the clover tops are trees and the 
rain pools are the seas,” Twig’s little land was 
only a trickle from the rain spout, a dandelion 
plant and an overturned tomato can. Twig 
lived on the fourth floor of a high sort of house 
in the city, but when she came down the three 
flights of back stairs she entered into her little 
land of fancy and magic so naturally that the 
charmed reader, who may have a little land of 
her own, shares the experience without any 
awkward transition, coming back at the end 
just as naturally to a real world which has its 
own magic. 


See Booklist 39 :256 F. 15 ’43. 


Lehman, Dorothy Pierce. Sandy. 1942. 
82p. illus. Dorrance & Co., bds. $1. 
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* This is a Wisconsin contribution to children’s 
literature. Mrs. Lehman of Sparta has told the 
story of a sand hill crane of North Dakota. 
Danny and his father, who find the young bird 
in one of the sloughs, take him home to the 
farmyard where he grows to maturity. Sandy’s 
friendship with Prince, the Newfoundland pup- 
py, is the basis of many of the incidents, all of 
which seem natural and true to life and not at 
all storyfied. The pictures are by M. Francis 
Brown. Will need reinforcing. 


Waldeck, Jo Besse McElveen. Little lost 
monkey, 1942. 96p. Viking, $1.50. 


The adventures of Winki, whose natural curi- 
osity leads him astray in the jungles of British 
Guiana, are appealingly told in this story for 
8 to 10 year olds. Kurt Wiese’s pictures add 
much to the story, being admirably scaled to 
illustrate the point that the Sakwinki, the 


March, 1943 


species to which Winki belongs, are the tiniest 
of South American monkeys. 


See Booklist 39 :187 Ja. 1 ’43. 


Waldeck, Theodore J. Jambi the ele- 
phant. 1942. 224p. illus. Viking, $2. 
Story of a boy and an elephant and of the 

care and patience which went to the taming 

and training of an outlaw. Given up by the 
trainers as untameable, Jambi is gradually won 
over by Bomi’s campaign of kindness. A well- 
told and exciting story with good background 
material for the study of nature and animal 
life in the African jungle. An earlier Junior 
Guild selection. 


Lions on the hunt by the same author, one 
of last spring’s publications, is another good 
book for grades above the 6th. 


See Booklist 39 :109 N. 15 43. 


TWENTY-FIVE GOOD NOVELS OF 1942 


Annett, R. R. Especially Babe. Apple- 
ton, $2. 


Briggs, W. H. Dakota in the morning. 
Farrar, $2.50. 


Cannon, LeGrand. Look to the moun- 
tain. Holt, $2.75. 


Clements, E. H. Perhaps a little danger. 
Dutton, $2.50. 


Collins, Norman. The quiet lady. Harper, 
$2.50. 


Corle, Edwin. 
$2.50. 


Cozzens, J. G. The just and the unjust. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 


Daly, Maureen. 
Dodd, $2.50. 


Coarse Gold. Dutton, 


Seventeenth summer. 


Davenport, Marcia. The valley of de- 
cision. Scribner, $3. 


Duffus, R. L. Victory on west hill. Mac- 
millan, $2.50. 


Edmonds, W. D. Young Ames, Little, 
$2.50. 


Horgan, Paul. The common heart, Har- 
per, $2.50. 


Jordan, Mildred. Apple in the attic. 
Knopf, $2. 


Laverty, Moira. Never no more. Long- 
mans, $2.50. 


Medearis, Mary. Big Doc’s girl. Lippin- 
cott, $2. 


Parmenter, Christine W. A golden age. 
Crowell, $2.50. 


Runbeck, Margaret L. Our Miss Boo. 
Appleton, $2. 


Shute, Nevil. Pied piper. Morrow, $2.50. 


Steedman, Marguerite. But yowu’ll be 
back. Houghton, $2.50. 


Steinbeck, John. The moon is down. Vik- 
ing, $2. 


Terrell, J. U. Plume Rouge. Viking, 
$2.75. 


Turnbull, Agnes. The day must dawn. 
Macmillan, $2.75. 


Suckow, Ruth. New Hope. Farrar, $2.50. 


Van Doren, Dorothy. Dacey Hamilton. 
Harper, $2.50. 


Yennie, J. T. House for the sparrow. 
Reynal, $2.50. 








